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PLUTARCH'S LIVES 3 

obedient subject and servant, who prayeth God from a. 
long to multiply all graces and blessings upon ^^H^ 
your Majesty. Written the sixteenth day of ' 
January 1 579. 

Your Majesty's most humble and obedient 

Thomas North. 



TO THE READER 5 

learning, and experience, hath chosen the special of famous 
act* of the best persons, of the famousest nations "»*>«"■ 
of the world. But I will leave the judgement to 
your selves. My only purpose is to desire you 
to excuse the faults of my translation, with your 
own gentleness, and with the opinion of my dili- 
gence and good extent. And so I wish you all 
the profit of the book. Pareye well. The four 
and twentieth day of January, 1 579. 

Thomas No*,th. 



EPILOGUE 393 

one be found to do the like for our Alfred 
William the Conqueror, for the Fifth and 
th Henries, for Elizabeth, for Simon de Mont- 
Sir Philip Sidney, for Marlborough and 
ington, Drake and Nelson, this would be more 
he national character than a host of Citizen 
uals. Then we should see the indomitable 
rod the high aim, clear of all those petty faults 
nd failings which by unskilful handi 
are made to obscure them ; and 
then we could understand what 
Plutarch's Lvaet meant 
to a Roman or 
a Greek. 



&6 EDITORIAL NOTE 

Delphci. Where, however, North is not alwaj 
consistent (as in the endings -ion and •lam), tb 
Editor has not felt bound to be so, but has kept i 
close to the original ae possible. 

The Notes draw attention to the chief placf 
where North has mistaken the meaning of Ainyo 
or Amyot has mistranslated the Greek ; and I 
those places where the translators had a readio 
different from the received text, that of Sinten 
being taken as the standard. 



Gr. n6 TposUpai rb rtrBat, ' I do licit admit 

'Claras': so both translators. The Greek has 

AApay t i.c,, Lart. 
'Lucretius': eo both translators, Slntenis has 

A&priei by emendation, the name usually given. 
' Surnamed Sandon' should be 'son of Sandon.' 

N. translates A., as usual. 
■Opsigonui's a Greciuing of Pmluvnu, 
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